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Site
background

The
R

avensbourne
R

iver
at

Ladyw
ell

Fields
form

erly
ran

only
along

the
edge

of
the

park,
had

been
artificially

w
idened,

its
banks

toe-boarded,
w

hilst
also

hidden
behind

railings
and

dense
vegetation.

A
s

a
result

it
had

becom
e

largely
unnoticed

by
m

ost
park

users
and

w
as

considered
to

have
little

ecological
value.T

he
park

itself
lacked

features
and

facilities
and

w
as

under-used,
and

only
44%

users
felt

safe
there.

W
orks

w
ere

proposed
as

part
of

Q
U

ER
C

U
S

(Q
uality

U
rban

E
nvironm

ents
for

R
iver

C
orridor

U
sers

and
Stakeholders),

a
partnership

betw
een

the
London

B
orough

of
Lew

isham
,

C
hester

City
C

ouncil
and

‘s-H
ertogenbosch

part-funded
through

the
EU’s

LIFE
E

nvironm
ent

Program
m

e
w

hich
aim

ed
to

enhance
river

corridors
and

establish
them

as
attractive

features
of

urban
environm

ents.

O
bjectives

The
m

ain
objective

of
the

projectw
as

to
re-m

eander
the

river
through

the
centre

of
the

park,
increasing

the
profile

of
the

river
w

ithin
the

park,
im

prove
the

quality
of

habitats
for

w
ildlife

w
hilst

encouraging
a

w
ell

used
public

open
space

w
hich

w
ould

be
seen

as
an

im
portant

local
resource

in
order

to
create

a
busy

and
potentially

self
pal icing

place;

D
esign

A
new

m
eandering

v-shaped
channel

w
as

excavated
through

the
centre

of
the

park
intending

to
divert

around
half

of
the

river’s
flow

.A
backw

ater
and

a
pond

w
ere

also
excavated

adjoining
the

new
m

eandering
channel.

Excavated
earth

m
aterial

w
as

re-used
to

create
terraces

and
other

landscape
im

provem
ents

w
hich

in
som

e
cases

w
ere

delivered
w

ith
help

of
m

em
bers

of
the

public.

A
new

entrance
from

Ladyw
ell

R
oad,

a
footbridge

and
new

footpaths
w

ere
constructed

to
im

prove
accessibility

for
m

em
bers

of
the

public.
R

ailings
adjacent

to
the

original
channel

and
footpath

w
ere

also
rem

oved.

Subsequent
perform

ance15
Ladyw

ell
Fields

has
been

transform
ed

from
its

previously
characterless

and
form

less
landscape

into
a

diverse,
popular

and
accessible

public
open

space,
w

ith
surveys

indicating
that

the
public’s

perception
of

the
park

in
term

s
of

recreational
value

and
safeLy

has
im

proved.

N
ow

78%
visitors

feel
safe,

and
use

of
the

park
has

increased
over

tw
o

and
a

half
tim

es.The
creation

of
a

new
gravel-bedded

river
channel

through
the

centre
of

the
park

has
also

brought
about

significant
im

provem
ents

in
biodiversity,

w
ith

survey
results

indicating
a

near
100%

increase
in

the
num

ber
of

species
present

in
the

park
(in

particular
fishing

birds),
w

hich
are

benefiting
from

the
greater

range
of

habitat
types

now
present

follow
ing

the
restoration

w
orks.

R
eview

of
the

schem
e

by
the

R
iver

R
estoration

centre
—

2009.
Taken

from
L

ondon
R

ivers
R

estoration
A

ction
Plan
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w

w
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48

49



R
em

oving
concrete

channel,
bank

re-profiling
Lew

isham
,

South
East

L
ondon

2007
A

pprox
1 OOm

A
pprox

£350,000
1Q

381
757

B
uilding

D
esign

Partnership
(B

D
P),

Skanska
L

ondon
B

orough
of

Lew
isham

and
E

nvironm
ent

A
gency

Site
background

B
efore

the
regeneration

of
this

site,
this

section
of

the
R

avensbourne
flow

ed
through

an
area

know
n

as
the

Sunderm
ead

E
state.

T
he

river
had

been
constrained

w
ithin

a
narrow

concrete
channel

as
part

of
an

historic
flood

defence
schem

e.This,
together

w
ith

high
steel

railings
and

overgrow
n

vegetation
had

resulted
in

a
neglected

river
possessing

little
ecological

or
local

com
m

unity
interest.

T
he

river
restoration

schem
e

form
ed

part
of

the
‘U

rban
R

enaissance
in

Lew
isham

’
program

m
e

w
hich

aim
ed

to
create

a
new

public
open

space
w

ithin
the

Tow
n

C
entre.

O
bjective

To
rem

ove
the

river
from

its
concrete

banks
and

create
an

attractive
public

open
space.

D
esign

Follow
ing

the
preparation

of
design

proposals
and

a
full

public
consultation,

a
m

asterplan
w

as
developed

for
the

w
hole

site.
The

concrete
w

alls
of

the
river

w
ere

rem
oved

and
replaced

w
ith

m
ore

natural
re-graded

banks
interspersed

w
ith

steps
and

w
ooden

platform
s

to
im

prove
river

bank
access.

A
puddle

—
clay

liner
w

as
constructed

to
help

restore
flow

s.
G

ravels
w

ere
introduced

into
the

bed
of

the
river.T

hese
w

ere
sized

to
ensure

that
they

could
m

ove
in

the
channel

w
ith

respect
to

the
flow

conditions,
thus

creating
natural

habitat
features

for
w

ildlife.
M

arginal
areas

w
ere

planted
w

ith
native

species
such

as
R

ush
(Juncus

effusus)
and

Y
ellow

flag
Iris

(Iris
pseudacorus)

w
hilst

a
w

ildflow
er

m
ix

w
as

sow
n

along
the

banks.
A

n
overflow

storage
area

w
hich

retains
w

ater
during

high
flow

s
w

as
designed

into
the

schem
e

by
low

ering
an

open
space

alongside
the

river.

S
ubsequent

Perform
ance15

Flood
m

anagem
ent

w
ithin

the
channel

should
have

been
im

proved
through

a
com

bination
of

m
aking

space
for

w
ater

by
re-profiling

the
bank

and
creating

additional
storage

on
the

floodplain.T
he

area
dem

onstrates
how

river
restoration

can
be

an
integral

part
of

a
regeneration

program
m

e
the

helps
to

create
a

m
ore

attractive,
diverse

and
accessible

public
open

space
w

ith
a

natural
river

able
to

support
a

range
of

w
ildlife;

m
allards

and
m

oorhens
have

already
been

cited.

A
w

ards
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B
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