Hogsmill Watersedge Estate Enhancement Project

Overall project aim:

· To enhance the visual, ecological and recreational aspects to increase the value of the site for the Watersedge Housing Estate and wider general public of the Hogsmill River Corridor.

River enhancements project aim:

· Provide an enhanced river corridor for people and wildlife and enhance local people’s quality of life.

Background

The River Hogsmill is one of the few urban rivers with a large proportion of the river corridor still intact, although the channel itself has, in the past, been part channellised, over widened and unsympathetically managed leading to a river of poor ecological and aesthetic value.

Rosebury Housing Association through consultation with the local community has identified and pursued an ‘opportunity’ within the borough of Epsom & Ewell in Surrey to enhance the river corridor adjacent to Watersedge Estate.

Watersedge Estate lies in the district of Ruxley and this has been described as one of the top ten most deprived estates in the county, has a high percentage of people refusing to be housed there, a high perception of crime and one of the highest unemployment rates.

The Hogsmill River flows between the estate and a public open space.  There is a Local Nature Reserve, Tolworth Court Farm and Medieval Moated Manor adjoining the estate.  The council’s aspiration for the site is for it to be designated as a Local Nature Reserve.

The river running past the estate, has incredibly steep, high banks, (at least 3m or more) on the estate side, which are quite heavily wooded.  There are 3 access points across the river, 2 metal bridges and some stepping stones.  One bridge provides access from the estate to a local primary school, the other crossing points provide access towards the nearest railway station.  None of the paths currently have formal paths leading to them and can become almost impassable during the winter months.

The general appearance of the river has contributed to river and the surrounding area being wasted and abused by the local people.  Litter, Televisions, old bikes and shopping trolleys are a frequent feature within the river and on the banks.

The partnership

A partnership was formed to take the project forward.  This partnership has representatives from the Countryside Agency, Environment Agency, Epsom and Ewell Borough Council, Groundwork Merton. Hogsmill Action Group, Lower Mole Countryside Management Project, Rosebery Housing Association, the Royal Borough of Kingston upon Thames, Surrey Country Council and Watersedge Action Group (Local residents group)
Project to date

Rosebury Housing Association and Groundwork Merton undertook a ‘planning for real exercise’ in 2001 with local residents with the aim of trying to improve the local environment.  The need to enhance the river and its associated corridor and to make it more of a feature was high on the lists of wants.

The Environment Agency supports the view that the river should be enhanced and it is felt that this will lead to a change in attitude to the river from local people.

In 2003 Rosebery Housing Association commissioned Halcrow to undertake a feasibility study identify options to enhance the visual, access, informal recreation and ecological aspects of the area to increase the value of the site for the local community and the wider general public.

Rosebery Housing Association held a consultation event in September 2003 with local residents.  The preferred option identified after this consultation has been taken forward via the partners.  Enhancements have been considered as part of a larger project to improve the local environment and increase access to the area via new footpaths and a new bridge.  Elements of the preferred option have been taken forward in distinct separate phases.  The footpaths and a new bridge are being project managed by Rosebury Housing Association and Epsom and Ewell Council, funded by the partners and contributions from the New Opportunities Fund – Doorstep Green and Living Spaces funding from the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister.

The Environment Agency will take forward the in-channel enhancements to the river corridor identified in the initial study.

The river enhancement project

The aim of this project is provide an enhanced river corridor for people and wildlife.  

The work supports three UK Biodiversity Action Plans, Water Vole, Bullhead and Chalk streams.  The streambed has a relatively uniform profile and is heavily coated with leaf litter and fine sediment, largely as a consequence of the over-wide channel with respect to flow.  Low velocities are limiting habitat quality and availability throughout the whole of the river. 

By creating a channel which supports a new backwater and fish refuge, narrowing the channel to increase river velocities (during low flow conditions) and careful tree works to increase the amount of light reaching the river channel. The project will create a more diverse habitat thus also increasing the diversity of wildlife it would be able to support. The tree works are important as there is poor visual access to the river and marginal plant growth is limited in these overgrown areas. 

Additional project elements, which require further exploration and consultation with residents, include the provision of on site interpretation suitable for the local area and training events for volunteers from the Watersedge Action Group in areas such as species identification, conservation management techniques and using equipment.  The aim being to join with the London Borough of Kingston upon Thames supported Hogsmill Action Group which holds numerous litter clearance days and awareness of the local environment and the rivers historical context.

Project Costs

Draft project costs have been calculated by the Environment Agency appointed consultants Black and Veitch as detailed below:  

Item
Price (£k)

Excavate new meander (100m)
£78

Fill existing channel (backwater)
£22

Pools and scrape
£19

Riffles (5 no)
£15

Channel narrowing and marginal planting
£6

Current deflectors (8 no)
£4

Tree works
£15

Log toe revetment
£13

Temporary works
£8

Overhead/ site set-up
£9

Interpretation (3 no)
£6

Sub total
£195

Project management
£20

Volunteer conservation training (circa)
£10

Contingency



£30

Total
£255

Detailed design and Environmental Impact Assessment are currently being undertaken.

Currently the Environment Agency has £60k funds available this financial year and will attempt to allocate funds in following years to the project, subject to budget allocations.

Other project partners have committed their available budgets for the creation of access paths and the new footbridge during the current financial year.

